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“It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.”  (Colossians 3:24) 

 

Read Colossians 3:18-4:1 
 
Living 3:18-4:1 is outright impossible without the first acknowledging the truths of 3:5-17.  
And all of the descriptive truths of 3:5ff are the outworking of who Jesus Christ is in His 
person and work and what His people become because of this.  In looking at this paragraph of 
commands, what must not be forgotten is that it is all working from what is true.  The 
foundational truth stretches all the way back to chapters 1 and 2.  You are dead to yourself and 
the world and you are alive in Christ.   
 
There is a natural sequence to Paul’s thoughts.  First, I must understand who Jesus Christ is, 
what He did/does, and who I am in Christ.  Then I must apply His victory to myself.  It is only 
as I live His victory in me and through me to those around me that I find spiritual hope, 
healing, and wholeness.  After personal application, it then affects my relationships, and the 
closest relationships to me are my spouse and children.  Beyond this it reaches into my 
personal ministry/vocation.  Notice the necessary progression of Paul’s thought.  If I do not 
think correctly about who He is and what He has done/does, and who I am in Christ, then I 
will have no rest.  If I’m not at rest, my unrest will negatively impact my relationships.  If I am 
married and I am unsettled in my marriage, it will have a negative impact on my 
ministry/vocation.  There is absolutely no guarantee of personal and/or relational harmony, 
but in the absence of thinking correctly about Jesus, I’m confident that unrest of soul will be 
one’s constant companion. 
 
The listing of the commands is what the resurrected life looks like.  The imperative is a 
consequence of the indicative.  Who Christ is becomes what we are.  The prescriptive to us is 
the descriptive of Jesus Christ.  We are invited to be what we are.  Paul never separates our 
performance from our position.  If we look at the above-mentioned commands in the absence 
of what has already been taught, it will lead to bondage and failure.   
 
We are at complete liberty to be what we are because Jesus Christ is all and in all.  As a result 
there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, nor 
free. 
 
Wives are called to submit to their husbands.  This submission is responding correctly to his 
oversight/love.  Husbands are called to love their wives and not to provoke their children.  It 
is interesting to see how Paul explains love in Colossians.  Here he unpacks love by two 
negative cautions.  As this love relates to their wives, do not be harsh.  As this love relates to 
their children, do not provoke.  How unsettling Paul’s words are to us husbands and fathers.  
The thought of becoming abrasive and abusive in male headship is ever-present.  We must 
guard against this and be ever vigilant to make our love one of tenderness and understanding.  
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This same thought is embedded in Peter’s admonition to Elders not to lord it over the sheep 
and Paul’s description in Ephesians 5 of a selfless and sacrificial love. 
 
Our difficulty will always be in trying to quantify what this looks like for each of us.  We are 
like the six blind individuals attempting to describe an elephant; depending on what part we 
touch determines our conclusion. When a marriage is marked by the supremacy of Jesus 
Christ in all things, submission and love are deeply embedded but uniquely personalized.  
 
There is richness to the work of Christ in each of us.  We are to savor Him in His working in 
and through our spouses and children.  May God be praised in the outworking of His fullness 
in each of His people. 
 
 


